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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR IMAGING
CHANGES IN TISSUE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/032,825, filed Feb. 29, 2008,
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with government support under
Grant Nos. CAO085878, CA083099, CA093990, and
CAO087634 awarded by the National Institutes of Health. The
government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides systems and methods for
monitoring tissue regions. In particular, the present invention
provides systems and methods for detecting changes in tissue
regions over a period of time. In some embodiments, the
systems and methods of the present invention are used to
evaluate the effectiveness of a particular treatment of a tissue
region. In some embodiments, the systems and methods of the
present invention provide a parametric response map
approach for detecting and analyzing changes in tissue
regions over a period of time to detect and monitor disease or
tissue health and to monitor the impact of therapeutic inter-
ventions.

BACKGROUND

Cancer is a class of diseases or disorders characterized by
uncontrolled division of cells and the ability of these to
spread, either by direct growth into adjacent tissue through
invasion, or by implantation into distant sites by metastasis
(where cancer cells are transported through the bloodstream
or lymphatic system). Cancer may affect people at all ages,
but risk tends to increase with age. It is one of the principal
causes of death in developed countries.

There are many types of cancer. Severity of symptoms
depends on the site and character of the malignancy and
whether there is metastasis. A definitive diagnosis usually
requires the histologic examination of tissue by a pathologist.
This tissue is obtained by biopsy or surgery. Most cancers can
be treated and some cured, depending on the specific type,
location, and stage. Once diagnosed, cancer is usually treated
with a combination of surgery, chemotherapy and radio-
therapy. As research develops, treatments are becoming more
specific for the type of cancer pathology. Drugs that target
specific cancers already exist for several types of cancer. If
untreated, cancers may eventually cause illness and death,
though this is not always the case.

Cancer can be treated by surgery, chemotherapy, radiation
therapy, immunotherapy, monoclonal antibody therapy or
other methods. The choice of therapy depends upon the loca-
tion and grade of the tumor and the stage of the disease, as
well as the general state of the patient (performance status). A
large number of experimental cancer treatments are also
under development.

Complete removal of the cancer without damage to the rest
of the body is the goal of treatment. Sometimes this can be
accomplished by surgery, but the propensity of cancers to
invade adjacent tissue or to spread to distant sites by micro-
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scopic metastasis often limits its effectiveness. The effective-
ness of chemotherapy is often limited by toxicity to other
tissues in the body. Radiation can also cause damage to nor-
mal tissue.

One problem with current methods for treating the various
forms of cancer is the inability to detect how well a particular
type of therapy is working. For example, neoadjuvant che-
motherapy in the treatment of breast cancer produces signifi-
cant clinical benefit to patients (PR+CR rates>70%) (see,
e.g., Barly Breast Cancer Trialists’ Collaborative Group:
Polychemotherapy for early breast cancer: An overview of
the randomized trials. Lancet 352, 930-942, 1998) and can be
used to increase the numbers of patients eligible for a breast
preservation procedure. Neoadjuvant chemotherapy has the
benefit of allowing observation of chemoresponsiveness, and
biological evaluation of the cancer both before and after che-
motherapy administration.

The ability to observe an individual’s tumor response is of
increasing importance in this time of rapid development of
new and more targeted drugs against cancer. It is essential to
determine which new drugs will benefit patients. However,
clinical benefit is an endpoint that can take years to accurately
determine, and therefore surrogate endpoints for clinical ben-
efit are often used in the evaluation of new drugs. Because of
its positive association with disease free survival, pathologic
complete response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy has become
a widely utilized surrogate endpoint for breast cancer regi-
mens. Pathologic complete response can be evaluated
approximately 3-6 months after treatment begins, but it
would be useful to have a surrogate for clinical benefit that
would be evaluable at an even earlier time point.

As such, improved techniques for evaluating the effective-
ness of a particular treatment are needed. In addition,
improved techniques designed to evaluate the effectiveness of
a particular treatment during the course of the treatment are
needed and would provide for individualization of treat-
ments. This would save patients from systemic toxicity from
ineffective treatment and reduce costs to the health care sys-
tem. Thus, further, improved techniques for evaluating can-
didate therapies are needed.

SUMMARY

The present invention provides systems and methods for
monitoring tissue regions. In particular, the present invention
provides systems and methods for detecting changes in tissue
regions over a period of time. In some embodiments, the
systems and methods of the present invention are used to
evaluate the effectiveness of a particular treatment of a tissue
region. In some embodiments, the systems and methods of the
present invention provide a parametric response map
approach for detecting and analyzing changes in tissue
regions over a period of time to detect and monitor disease or
tissue health and to monitor the impact of therapeutic inter-
ventions.

In some embodiments, the present invention utilizes imag-
ing devices, control software, signal processing software, and
display components that permit the collection of data, pro-
cessing of data, and display of data according to any of the
methods described herein. The systems may employ compo-
nents configured together in a single device or may include
multiple different devices in one or more locations. Where
multiple devices are used, the device may be in wired or
wireless communication with one another to permit the flow
of data from device to device, as needed. In some embodi-
ments, the present invention also provides user interfaces that
display data generated by the novel methods described
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herein. For example, in some embodiments, multi-color tis-
sue representations are provided that reveal changes in tissue
over time. The changes may be represented any number of
other ways as well. In some embodiments, the user interface
is displayed on a computer monitor, a video monitor, a hand-
held device, or any other desired display device.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides sys-
tems and methods utilizing a parametric response map
approach (PRM) for qualitative and/or quantitative analysis
of hemodynamic alterations of a tissue following treatment
with a medical intervention (e.g., a drug). Experiments con-
ducted during the development of embodiments of the inven-
tion demonstrated the ability of these approaches to provide
meaningful information at surprisingly early time points fol-
lowing initiation of an intervention. For example, the PRM
method was applied to patients with grade III/IV glioma.
Relative cerebral blood volume (rCBV) maps) were acquired
pre-treatment and at 1 and 3 weeks following treatment. The
standard approach of percent change in rCBV averaged over
the tumor (% rCBV) and PRM, .z, were compared for prog-
nostic effectiveness of patient outcome stratification based on
overall survival. The PRM, 5, was found to predict patient
response at 1 and 3 weeks from treatment initiation while the
% rCBV was not. As such, the PRM imaging biomarker
provides a method for analysis of perfusion data with greater
prognostic value than current approaches.

In certain embodiments, the present invention provides
methods for assessing the effectiveness of a treatment for a
tissue region. The methods are not limited to particular man-
ners of application. In some embodiments, the methods com-
prise obtaining a first set of parametric measurement data for
a tissue region with an MRI device or other imaging device,
administering a treatment to the tissue region, obtaining one
or more subsequent sets of parametric measurement data for
the tissue region with the MRI device or other imaging
device, processing the sets of parametric measurement data
with a parametric response map algorithm such that a para-
metric response map for the tissue region is generated,
wherein the parametric response map characterizes spatially
aligned tissue regions as having altered parametric measure-
ment properties or unaltered parametric measurement prop-
erties, and assessing the effectiveness of the administered
treatment based on parametric measurement properties. The
methods are not limited to a particular form of treatment.
Examples of a form of treatment include, but are not limited
to, chemotherapy, radiation therapy, targeted therapy, cryo-
therapy, hyperthermia, proton beam therapy, ablation therapy,
coagulation therapy, ultrasound therapy, antivascular therapy,
and antiangiogenic therapy.

In certain embodiments, the present invention provides
methods for determining the tumor burden for an individual
comprising obtaining a first set of parametric measurement
data for a large/whole body region with an MRI device or
other imaging device, obtaining one or more subsequent sets
of parametric measurement data for the large/whole region
with the MRI device or other imaging device, processing the
first and the one or more subsequent sets of parametric mea-
surement data with a parametric response map algorithm such
that a parametric response map for the large/whole region is
generated, wherein the parametric response map images the
multiple tumors within the individual, wherein the parametric
response map characterizes the multiple tumors as having
altered/unaltered parametric measurement properties; and
determining changes in the tumor burden for the large/whole
region.

In certain embodiments, the present invention provides
methods for treating an individual diagnosed with cancer or
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assessing a therapy, comprising identifying a treatment
designed to target a tissue region within the individual,
wherein the tissue region comprises a tumor, obtaining a first
set of parametric measurement data for the tissue region with
an MRI device or other imaging device, administering the
treatment to the individual, obtaining one or more subsequent
sets of parametric measurement data for the tissue region with
the MRI device or other imaging device, processing the sets
of parametric measurement data with an parametric response
map algorithm such that a parametric response map for the
tissue region is generated, wherein the parametric response
map characterizes the tissue region as having altered or unal-
tered parametric measurement properties, and assessing the
effectiveness of the administered treatment. In some embodi-
ments, the methods involve adapting the treatment, wherein
the adapting comprises discontinuing or modifying the treat-
ment if the parametric response map characterizes the treat-
ment as ineffective, wherein the adapting comprises continu-
ing the treatment if the parametric response map
characterizes the treatment as effective.

In certain embodiments, the present invention provides
methods for following the temporal evolution of an untreated
tissue region for the purpose of detecting a status change
within the tissue region, comprising obtaining a first set of
parametric measurement data for a tissue region with an MRI
device or other imaging device, obtaining one or more sub-
sequent sets of parametric measurement data for the tissue
region with the MRI device or other imaging device after
obtaining the first set of parametric measurement data, pro-
cessing the sets of parametric measurement data with a para-
metric response map algorithm such that a parametric
response map for the tissue region is generated, wherein the
parametric response map characterizes spatially aligned tis-
sue regions as having altered parametric measurement prop-
erties or unaltered parametric measurement properties, and
assessing the temporal evolution of an untreated tissue region
based on parametric measurement properties. In some
embodiments, the status change within the tissue region
includes detecting a relapse, detecting the formation of a
lesion, detecting changes in the growth pattern for the tissue
region, detecting changes in the histological grade of the
tissue region, detecting the spread of a tumor within the tissue
region, detecting the presence of tumors within the region.

The methods are not limited to a particular tissue region. In
some embodiments, the tissue region is a whole body. In some
embodiments, the tissue region is a malignant tumor, a benign
tumor, an abnormal growth, an inflamed region, a cancerous
region, an infected region, a diseased region, an organ rejec-
tion, and/or one or more organs (e.g., lung, prostate, breast,
colon, rectum, bladder, ovaries, skin, liver, spine, bone, pan-
creas, cervix, lymph, thyroid, adrenal gland, salivary gland,
sebaceous gland, testis, thymus gland, penis, uterus, trachea,
heart, spleen). In some embodiments, the tissue region is
within a human being.

The imaging systems and methods are not limited to col-
lecting and analyzing a particular type of perfusion param-
eter. In some embodiments, the systems and methods collect
and analyze perfusion MRI parameters. In some embodi-
ments, the perfusion MRI parameters include, but are not
limited to, absolute blood volume (e.g., absolute cerebral
blood volume), relative blood volume (e.g., relative cerebral
blood volume (PRM, z;)), relative blood flow (e.g., relative
cerebral blood flow (PRM, .z)), vascular permeability (e.g.,
AUC, leakage space, PRM"“"), extravascular leakage
space (PRM,, ), mean transit time data, and time to peak data.
In some embodiments, the systems and methods collect and
analyze perfusion CT parameters. In some embodiments, the
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systems and methods collect and analyze perfusion positron
emission tomography (PET) parameters. In some embodi-
ments, the systems and methods collect and analyze perfusion
single photon emission computed tomography (SPECT)
parameters. In some embodiments, the parametric measure-
ment data is not apparent diffusion coefficient (ADC) data.

In some embodiments, the altered parametric measure-
ment properties comprise increased parametric measurement
properties and decreased parametric measurement propetrties.
In some embodiments, the increased parametric measure-
ment properties are displayed in a first color, decreased para-
metric measurement properties are displayed in a second
color, and unaltered parametric measurement properties are
displayed in a third color. In some embodiments, the
increased parametric measurement properties are displayed
in a first pattern, decreased parametric measurement proper-
ties are displayed in a second pattern, and unaltered paramet-
ric measurement properties are displayed in a third pattern. In
some embodiments, the increased parametric measurement
properties, decreased parametric measurement propetrties,
and unaltered parametric measurement properties are dis-
played through a gradient of colors (e.g., a full spectrum of
colors) (e.g., a gradient of gray scales).

In some embodiments, the treatment is assessed effective if
the parametric response map characterizes a tissue region as
comprising regions of increased parametric measurement
properties, wherein the treatment is assessed ineffective if the
parametric response map characterizes the tissue region as
comprising regions of unchanged parametric measurement
properties. In some embodiments, the treatment is assessed
effective if the parametric response map characterizes the
tissue region as comprising regions of decreased parametric
measurement properties, wherein the treatment is assessed
ineffective if the parametric response map characterizes the
tissue region as comprising regions of unchanged parametric
measurement properties. In some embodiments, the treat-
ment is assessed effective if the parametric response map
characterizes the tissue region as comprising regions of
increased and decreased parametric measurement properties,
wherein the treatment is assessed ineffective if the parametric
response map characterizes the tissue region as comprising
regions of unchanged parametric measurement properties.

The systems and methods of the invention provide prog-
nostic information for analyzing patient samples. This infor-
mation is provided in a short time frame (e.g., less than a
month, 14 days, 10 days, 8 days, 7 days, . . . ). This is a
capability not realized with prior existing technologies, pro-
viding physicians and researchers with significant new
options for detecting and monitor diseases and disorders and
the effectiveness of therapies against these diseases and dis-
orders.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows generation of a functional parametric map.
Schematic representation of tumor vasculature at pre- and
post-treatment. Color-coding has been used to highlight
regions of changed blood volume on PRM, ;- where red
designates regions with increased blood volume as a result of
increasing vessel number or size (red bordered insert); blue
designates a decrease in blood volume from a loss or shrink-
age in vessels (blue bordered insert); and green designates
regions of unchanged blood.

FIG. 2 shows a patient with a glioblastoma multiforme
designated by V, from PRM, .5, stratification as a non-re-
sponder (survival time=2.9 months). (A) Gd-enhanced
T,-weighted MR image, (B) rCBV map with color scale for
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rCBV and (C) rCBV histogram of tumor, at 0, 1 and 3 weeks
after initiation of radiotherapy. Location of tumor is desig-
nated by yellow arrow. Mean rCBV at 0, 1 and 3 weeks
post-radiotherapy were 1.97, 1.95 and 2.13, respectively.

FIG. 3 shows PRM, 5, results from the same non-re-
sponding patient as shown in FIG. 2. (A) Representative slice
of PRM, ;- color-coded ROI superimposed onto a Gd-en-
hanced T,-weighted MR image 1 and 3 weeks post-radio-
therapy. (B) Scatter plot showing the distribution of rCBV pre
and post-radiotherapy for the entire 3-dimensional tumor vol-
ume. Relative volumes at Week 1 were: V, (blue dots desig-
nate voxels where rCBV decreased) 0f 19.9% and V, (red dots
designate voxels where rCBYV increased) of 17.2%. Relative
volumes at Week 3 were: V, 0of 15.7% and V; of 20.4%.

FIG. 4 shows a patient with a glioblastoma multiforme
designated by V, from PRM, 5 ,-stratification as a responder
(survival time=20.4 months). (A) Gd-enhanced T, -weighted
MR image, (B) rCBV map with color scale for rCBV and (C)
rCBYV histogram of tumor, at 0, 1 and 3 weeks post-radio-
therapy. Location of tumor is designated by yellow arrow.
Mean rCBYV at 0, 1 and 3 weeks post-radiotherapy were 1.02,
1.00 and 0.84, respectively.

FIG. 5 shows PRM, 5, results from the same responding
patient as shown in FIG. 4. (A) Representative slice of
PRM, 5, color-coded ROI superimposed onto a Gd-en-
hanced T1-weighted MR image 1 and 3 weeks post-radio-
therapy. (B) Scatter plot showing the distribution of rCBV pre
and post-radiotherapy for the entire 3-dimensional tumor vol-
ume. Relative volumes at Week 1 were: V, (blue dots desig-
nate voxels where rCBV decreased) of 4.3% and V; (red dots
designate voxels where rCBV increased) of 3.4%. Relative
volumes at Week 3 were: V, 0f 4.6% and V; 0of 0.3%.

FIG. 6 shows receiver operating characteristic (ROC)
curves for V, (solid line) and V; (small dashed line) from
PRM, ;- and % rCBV (large dashed line) for weeks 1 (A)
and 3 (B) post-treatment. Kaplan-Meier survival plots for
overall survival are presented as a function of V, from
PRM, .z, stratification at weeks 1 (C) and 3 (D) post-treat-
ment. Solid line indicates V ,=cutoft and dotted line indicates
V >cutoff (cutoff=6.4%; p=0.009).

FIG. 7 shows a patient with a glioblastoma multiforme
designated by V,, from PRM, . stratification as a non-re-
sponder (survival time=6 months). Results from non-re-
sponding patient. (A) Representative slice of PRM,. 5 color-
coded ROI superimposed onto a Gd-enhanced T,-weighted
MR image 1 week post-radiotherapy. (B) Scatter plot show-
ing the distribution of rCBF pre and post-radiotherapy for the
entire 3-dimensional tumor volume. Relative volumes at
Week 1 were: V, (blue dots designate voxels where rCBF
decreased) of 14.1% and V; (red dots designate voxels where
rCBF increased) of 3.5%.

FIG. 8 shows (A) receiver operator characteristic curves
for V, (solid line) and V, (small dashed line) from PRM, -z
and % rCBF (large dashed line) for weeks 1 post-treatment
and (B) Kaplan-Meier survival plot for overall survival are
presented as a function of V, from PRM, - stratification at
weeks 1 post-treatment. Solid line indicates V ,=cutoff and
dotted line indicates V ,>cutoff (cutoff=4.15%; p=0.001).

FIG. 9 shows mid-tumor axial images of the permeability
constant (K”“**) and area under the curve (AUC) with corre-
sponding PRM analyses for a breast cancer patient pre- (week
0) and post-treatment (week 1.5). PRM analysis includes
PRM color-overlay and scatter plot. Thresholds, depicted as
black lines in the scatter plots, were set to £0.2 and +1.2 for
K“** and AUC, respectively.

FIG. 10 shows co-registration of MRI studies in soft tissue
sarcoma. A) Fat-suppressed T2-weighted image of pelvic
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liposarcoma prior to treatment. B) Overlay of post- and pre-
treatment scans based only on rigid body structures shows
distortion of the tumor because of increases in volume over
time. C) Checkerboard display of alternating images from
pre- and 7-week post-treatment studies after post-processing
using mutual information and warping shows precise regis-
tration of anatomic features within the tumor for subsequent
PRM analysis.

FIG. 11 shows whole tumor versus PRM analysis of ADC.
(Left) Whole tumor analysis shows a minimal increase in
mean ADC during neoadjuvant chemotherapy for pelvic
liposarcoma with extensive overlap of all histograms (pre-
therapy, blue line; 1 week, green; 7 weeks, red). (Middle and
Right) PRM scatter plots show notable changes in ADC
(=12% of all voxels) after 1 week of therapy (middle) that
increase even more by 7 weeks (right).

FIG. 12 shows whole tumor region of interest (A1) and
pseudocolor display of Ktrans values from a representative
image on pre-therapy (B1), 1 week (C1), and 7 week (D1)
DCE-MRI studies. Whole tumor mean values for Ktrans (E1)
lose spatial heterogeneity of changes within the tumor, result-
ing in small overall changes following therapy. PRM analysis
of 1 week (A2, C2) and 7 week (B2, D2) studies utilizes
spatial heterogeneity to substantially increase detection of
therapy-induced changes in Ktrans over time.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention provides systems and methods for
monitoring tissue regions. The systems and methods of the
present invention employ parametric response map
approaches (PRM), using a number of different modalities
(described herein as PRM,), for assessing changes in tissue
over time, including changes caused by medical interven-
tions. In some embodiments, the systems and methods of the
present invention are used to evaluate the effectiveness of a
particular treatment of a tissue region. In some embodiments,
the systems and methods of the present invention provide a
parametric response map approach for detecting and analyz-
ing changes in tissue regions over a period of time to detect
and monitor disease or tissue health and to monitor the impact
of therapeutic interventions.

The present invention is not limited to the monitoring of a
particular tissue region. In some embodiments, the tissue
region is within a living subject (e.g., dog, cat, human, gorilla,
cow, sheep, rat, mouse, etc.). In some embodiments, the tissue
region is within a living human being. In some embodiments,
the tissue region is a diseased tissue region (e.g., a malignant
tumor, a benign tumor, an abnormal growth, an inflamed
region, a cancerous region, an infected region, an organ rejec-
tion). In some embodiments, the tissue region is a body region
of the subject (e.g., lung, bone, heart, leg, foot, stomach,
brain, neck, liver, breast). In some embodiments, the tissue
region is the entire body of the subject.

The present invention is not limited to a particular type or
manner of monitoring a tissue region. In some embodiments,
the monitoring of a particular tissue region is accomplished
through obtaining data measurements for the tissue region at
different time points (e.g., two time points, three time points,
five time points, fifty time points, etc.) (e.g., before treatment,
during treatment, after treatment) and the characterization of
changes within the tissue region between data measurements.
The present invention is not limited to a particular method for
characterizing changes within the tissue region between data
measurements. In some embodiments, the characterization
involves detecting one or more changes of a particular bio-
logical parameter within various regions within the tissue
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region. The present invention is not limited to detecting
changes in a particular biological parameter within a tissue
region. Examples of biological parameters within a tissue
region that may be assessed for changes include, but are not
limited to, changes in blood volume of the tissue region,
changes in blood perfusion of the tissue region, changes in
vascular leakage parameters of the tissue region, changes in
density of the tissue region, changes in composition of the
tissue region, changes in diffusion anisotropy-dependent
parameters in the region, etc (see, also, e.g., Tofts, P. S. (1997)
J Magn Reson Imaging 7, 91-101; Hylton, N. (2006) J Clin
Oncol 24,3293-3298 (2006); Tofts, P. S., etal. (1999) ] Magn
Reson Imaging 10, 223-232; Kiessling, F., et al., (2007) Curr
Med Chem 14, 77-91). Functional imaging approaches
complement, for example, anatomical MRI scans and are
increasingly used in clinical practice for diagnosis and treat-
ment response assessment (see, e.g., O’Connor, J. P., et al., Br
J Cancer 96, 189-195 (2007); Zahra, M. A., et al., Lancet
Oncol 8, 63-74 (2007); Cao, Y., et al. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol
Phys 64, 876-885 (2006)). Dynamic contrast-enhanced
(DCE) and dynamic susceptibility-weighted contrast (DSC)
MRI methods provide information related to a variety of
hemodynamic parameters including microvessel permeabil-
ity-surface area product, blood volume, and blood flow (see,
e.g., Ostergaard, L., et al., Magn Reson Med 36, 715-725
(1996); Rosen, et al., Magn Reson Med 14, 249-265 (1990);
Brix, G., et al. Magn Reson Med 52, 420-429 (2004); Brix,
G., etal. J Comput Assist Tomogr 15, 621-628 (1991); Hoft-
mann, U., Magn Reson Med 33, 506-514 (1995); Tofts, P. S.;
J Magn Reson Imaging 7, 91-101 (1997); Degani, H., Nat
Med 3, 780-782 (1997)). Several rudimentary analyses of the
signal- or concentration-time curves following contrast agent
administration have been described including slope of the
curve, time to peak, maximum peak enhancement, wash out
and area under the curve (see, e.g., Galbraith, S. M., et al.
NMR Biomed 15, 132-142 (2002); Hylton, N. J Clin Oncol
24,3293-3298 (2006); Thomas, A. L., et al. J Clin Oncol 23,
4162-4171 (2005); Xiong, H. Q., et al. Invest New Drugs 22,
459-466 (2004)). These descriptive parameters have been
used in routine clinical applications primarily for tumor tissue
characterization. Relatively complex pharmacokinetic mod-
eling is required to derive physiological parameters, though
these models tend to be based on simplifying assumptions
and regimes where exchange of contrast material between the
vascular space and interstitium is either flow limited, or per-
meability limited (see, e.g., Tofts, P. S., et al. ] Magn Reson
Imaging 10, 223-232 (1999); Eyal, E. & Degani, H. NMR
Biomed (2007)). This requirement has led to the development
of'a diverse compilation of contrast agents for the purpose of
increasing overall signal enhancement and blood pool local-
ization as well as numerous mathematical models (see, e.g.,
Kiessling, F., Curr Med Chem 14, 77-91 (2007)). It has been
suggested that validation and routine use of perfusion MR1 as
a biomarker of treatment response will require standardiza-
tion of acquisition and quantification methods, with the latter
being the more difficult due to the diverse number of methods
(see, e.g., Hylton, N. J Clin Oncol 24,3293-3298 (2006)). The
lack of consensus for a standardized post-processing
approach for analysis of perfusion MRI data is in part due to
the need for a relatively large clinical data set to evaluate and
compare the accuracy of different quantification methods
used to compute pharmacokinetic parameters along with
available clinical outcome measures (e.g., overall survival) as
the gold standard.

The present invention is not limited to the collecting and
analysis of'a particular type of data for a tissue region. Insome
embodiments, the tissue region is imaged at different time



US 9,289,140 B2

9

points for purposes of characterizing the tissue region. In
some embodiments, the imaging is used to determine physi-
ological, morphological and/or anatomical changes within
the tissue region. In some embodiments, the imaging is used
to determine one or more blood perfusion values within the
tissue region. The imaging systems and methods are not lim-
ited to collecting and analyzing a particular type of perfusion
parameter. In some embodiments, the systems and methods
collect and analyze perfusion MRI parameters. In some
embodiments, the perfusion MRI parameters include, but are
not limited to, relative cerebral blood volume (PRM, %),
vascular permeability (PRM"*"), and extravascular leak-
age space (PRM;,). In some embodiments, the systems and
methods collect and analyze perfusion CT parameters. In
some embodiments, the systems and methods collect and
analyze perfusion positron emission tomography (PET)
parameters. In some embodiments, the systems and methods
collect and analyze perfusion single photon emission com-
puted tomography (SPECT) parameters.

In experiments conducted during the course of develop-
ment of embodiments for the present invention, the paramet-
ric response map (PRM,) was utilized as a novel, voxel-wise
image analysis approach for quantification of hemodynamic
alterations following treatment. For example, the method was
applied to patients with grade III/IV glioma. Relative cerebral
blood volume (rCBV) maps were acquired pre-treatment and
at 1 and 3 weeks following treatment. The standard approach
of percent change in rCBV averaged over the tumor (%
rCBV) and PRM, z,- were compared for prognostic effec-
tiveness of patient outcome stratification based on overall
survival. The PRM, .z ,-was found to predict patient treatment
response at 1 and 3 weeks from treatment initiation. Indeed,
the PRM imaging biomarker provided a standardized method
for analysis of perfusion data with greater prognostic value
than current approaches.

The present invention is not limited to a particular manner
of implementing parametric response map (PRM,) (where x
is any type of parametric data) analysis within a tissue region.
In some embodiments, the present invention provides algo-
rithms configured to correlate perfusion MRI parameter mea-
surements (e.g., relative cerebral blood volume (PRM, . 5;),
vascular permeability (PRM,”*"), and extravascular leak-
age space (PRM,)) taken at different times. In some embodi-
ments, an algorithm is provided in a system with an MRI
device such that upon imaging of a particular tissue region
with the MRI device, a PRM image is automatically gener-
ated. In some embodiments, the algorithm is configured to
automatically generate a PRM for a particular tissue region.
In some embodiments, a PRM for a particular tissue region
distinguishes between regions within the tissue region with
different measured parameters (e.g., blood perfusion, relative
cerebral blood volume, vascular permeability, extravascular
leakage space). In some embodiments, such distinguished
changes are presented within a tissue region image on a
display as color differences (e.g., red indicating increased
blood perfusion, blue indicating decreased blood perfusion,
green indicating unchanged blood perfusion) (e.g., varied
color or other gradient schemes distinguishing between, for
example, ultra-high blood perfusion alteration, moderately-
high blood perfusion alteration, minimally-high blood perfu-
sion alteration, and no blood perfusion alteration) (see, e.g.,
Examples I-1V, below).

Insome embodiments, the systems and methods are used to
quantify changes in tissue regions, where the existence of or
degree of change is prognostic or otherwise indicative of
disease state, response to therapy, or another desired tissue
status criteria of interest. The systems and methods of the
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present invention provide an improvement over, for example,
whole-tumor average methods. Indeed, PRM, retains spatio-
regional alterations in perfusion parameter measurements
(e.g., perfusion MRI parameter measurements) (e.g., cerebral
blood volume values) following, for example, a treatment
initiation. For example, FIG. 1 shows that a tumor environ-
ment may have three local hemodynamic outcomes through-
out the course of therapy. An increase in, for example, rCBV
above a specified threshold corresponds to a significant
increase in the microvascular density or enlargement of blood
vessel diameter (e.g., blood volume) within the tumor, in
which case these voxels would be color coded, for example,
red in the PRM analysis approach applied to rCBV
(PRM, z,). Alternatively, treatment may result in a signifi-
cant reduction in rCBV within the tumor in which case voxels
within those regions would be coded, for example, blue.
Voxels in regions which were relatively unaffected by therapy
would be coded, for example, green. In some embodiments,
the PRM, 5 ,-analysis retains the spatial rtCBV information as
coded by color overlayed on anatomic images and also quan-
tification of the total number of tumor voxels (on a percentage
of total tumor volume or voxel number) which exhibited an
increase (red: V), decrease (blue: V) or unchanged (green:
V,) rCBYV values using scatter plot analysis.

In some embodiments, quantification of spatially altered
perfusion parameter measurements is used as a prognostic
imaging biomarker for early treatment response assessment.
The present invention is not limited to a particular manner of
using spatially altered perfusion parameter measurements as
a prognostic imaging biomarker for early treatment response
assessment. In some embodiments, spatially altered perfu-
sion parameter measurements are used as a prognostic imag-
ing biomarker for early treatment response assessment corre-
lation with overall patient survival.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides
methods of treating a diseased tissue region (e.g., a malignant
tumor). In such embodiments, a diseased tissue region is
administered a treatment directed toward the particular tissue
region, and the treatment monitored over the course of the
treatment with PRM_. In some embodiments, a particular
type of treatment is altered if the PRM, indicates that the
tissue region is not responding to the treatment. Changes
include, but are not limited to, changing medication, dosing,
route of administration, frequency, and the like.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides
methods for screening the effectiveness of types of treatment
of diseased tissue regions (e.g., malignant tumors, benign
tumors, etc.). In such embodiments, types of treatment (e.g.,
pharmaceutical treatment, radiation based treatment, chemo-
therapeutic treatment, radiation sensitizer treatment, gene
therapy based treatment, cancer vaccine based treatment)
designed to treat a particular tissue region are evaluated based
upon the ability to effectively treat (e.g., reduce blood perfu-
sion in a tumor; increase blood perfusion in a tumor; reduce
the size of a tumor; increase/decrease vascular leakage
parameters; increase/decrease the density of a tumor;
increase/decrease the diffusion anisotropy-dependent param-
eters of a tumor) the tissue region as measured with PRM, at
various time points. In some embodiments, treatments iden-
tified as effective in treating a tissue region as measured with
PRM, may be used to treat similar types of diseased tissue
regions in the same individual and/or in other individuals
presenting similar diseased tissue regions.

In some embodiments, PRM, is used to characterize an
individual’s disease (e.g., provide an overall prognosis). For
example, PRM_ databases for similar tissue regions having
similar disease patterns (e.g., liver tumors resulting from liver
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cancer) may be generated according to any number of vari-
ables (e.g., treatment response; blood perfusion change over
a certain amount of time; overall treatment outcome; etc.).
The PRM, database can be used to generate expected treat-
ment plans based on expected treatment outcome for such a
tissue region having such a disease. In some embodiments, a
health care professional obtains a PRM, for a patient’s tissue
region during and/or after a course of treatment and compares
the PRM,, with one or more PRM,, from similar tissue regions
from similar types of patients or from the same patient. In
some embodiments, such a comparison is used to fine tune a
treatment plan based on the expected treatment outcome as
identified in the PRM,, database.

EXAMPLES

The following examples are offered to illustrate various
embodiments of the invention, but should not be viewed as
limiting the scope of the invention.

Example |

This example describes the materials and methods for
Examples II and II1.

Patients Patients with pathologically proven grade I1I/IV
gliomas were enrolled on a protocol of intra-treatment MRI.
Informed consent was obtained. Fourty-four patients were
evaluated pre-therapy, one week and three weeks post-treat-
ment initiation. Radiotherapy (RT) was delivered using
3D-conformal therapy or Intensity Modulated Radiation
Therapy (IMRT) with 6 MV or greater photons. Standard
techniques were utilized with a 2.0-2.5 cm margin on either
the enhancing region on gadolinium-enhanced scans or the
abnormal signal on T,-weighted scans to 46-50 Gy with the
central gross tumor treated to a final median dose of 70 Gy in
6-7 weeks (see, e.g., Chan, J. L., et al. J Clin Oncol 20,
1635-1642 (2002). Twenty-four, at week one, of these
patients were treated on a phase 2 protocol of high-dose (>60
Gy) radiation therapy concurrent with temozolamide. Che-
motherapy was delivered as dependent upon clinical circum-
stances.

MRI Scans MRI scans were performed one week prior to
and one and three weeks after the start of radiation with
follow-up scans every 2-3 months. All images were acquired
on either a 1.5T MRI system (General Electric Medical Sys-
tems, Milwaukee, Wis.) (n=30 patients) or a 3T Philips
Achieva system (Philips Medical Systems, Best, The Neth-
erlands) (n=14 patients). For dynamic susceptibility contrast
(DSC) imaging, 14 to 20 slices of dynamic T,*-weighted
images were acquired by a gradient-echo echo-planar imag-
ing pulse sequence (TR=1.5 to 2 s, TE=50 to 60 ms, field of
view 220x220 mm?, matrix 128x128, flip angle 60°, and 4 to
6 mm thickness and 0 mm gap). Gadolinium-diethylenetri-
amine pentaacetic acid (Gd-DTPA) was injected intrave-
nously with a dose of 0.05 to 0.1 ml/kg as a bolus using a
power injector at a rate of 2 mI/s, followed immediately by
15 cc of saline flush at the same rate. Subsequently a Gd-
enhanced T, -weighted imaging was acquired. Cerebral blood
volume (CBV) maps were generated from DSC T,*-
weighted images (see, e.g., Cao, Y., et al. Int J Radiat Oncol
Biol Phys 64, 876-885 (2006)).

To assess differences in tumor blood volume during RT and
between patients, CBV maps were normalized to CBV values
within white matter regions contralateral to the tumor to
generate the relative CBV (rCBV). For simplicity in notation,
relative blood volume for both brain and tumor are denoted by
“rCBV.”” The following guidelines were used to define the
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white matter regions of interest for normalization: (1) con-
tralateral to tumor, (2) received <30 Gy accumulated dose,
and (3) as large as possible but avoiding regions with suscep-
tibility artifacts and partial volume averaging.

Image Analysis Pre- and post-treatment rCBV maps were
co-registered to Gd-enhanced T,-weighted images acquired
before RT using an automated mutual information and sim-
plex optimization module (see, e.g., Meyer, C. R., et al. Med
Image Anall, 195-206 (1997)). Following co-registration,
brain tumors, manually contoured by a neuroradiologist,
were defined within the enhancing regions of the tumor on the
Gd-enhanced T,-weighted images. Shrinkage or growth of
the tumor during the time between scans may have occurred;
therefore, only voxels that were present in both the pre-RT
and post-RT tumor volumes were included.

The parametric response map of rCBV (PRM, z,) was
determined by first calculating the difference between the
rCBV (ArCBV=Post rCBV-Pre rCBV) for each voxel within
the tumor pre-RT and at weeks 1 or 3. Voxels yielding ArCBV
greater than a predetermined threshold set to 1.23, were des-
ignated red (e.g., ArCBV>-1.23). Blue voxels represent vol-
umes whose rCBV decreased by more than 1.23 (e.g.,
ArCBYV <-1.23) and the green voxels represent voxels within
the tumor that were unchanged (e.g., absolute value of
ArCBV was =1.23). The volume fractions within the tumor
determined from PRM, .5, were V, increasing rCBV, V
decreasing rCBYV, and V,,, unchanged rCBV. The thresholds
that designate a significant change in rCBV within a voxel
were empirically calculated from seven different patients.
Other thresholds may be used, as desired. For each patient, a
volume of interest within the contralateral brain containing
normal gray and white matter was used to acquire a range of
rCBYV pre and three weeks post-therapy. Combining the data
from all seven patients, linear least squares regression analy-
sis was performed on the pre- and post-treatment rCBV val-
ues. The 95% confidence intervals were then determined
from the results of the linear least squares analysis. Subse-
quently to the PRM, . ,-analysis, the percent difference of the
mean rCBV (% rCBVH[rCBV,,, z;~tCBV,, &7/
rCBV,,, ) over the tumor volume was calculated and com-
pared to PRM, 5, -results.

Statistical Analysis A receiver operator characteristic
(ROC) curve analysis was performed for correlation of the
representative imaging parameters with patient survival one
year from diagnosis across all thresholds. The area under the
ROC curve (ROC_AUC) was obtained to distinguish which
continuous variables (V, V, and % rCBV) were predictive
measures of outcome. For parameters whose ROC_AUC was
statistically significant, cutofts were selected based on opti-
mal values of sensitivity and specificity. Patient population
was then stratified based on the ROC cutoffs. Kaplan-Meier
survival curves and the log-rank test were used to characterize
and compare the groups in terms of overall survival. All
statistical computations were performed with a statistical
software package (SPSS Software Products, Chicago, 111.),
and results were declared statistically significant at the two-
sided 5% comparison-wise significance level (p<0.05).

Example 11

This example describes a comparison between PRM, .z,
and rCBYV analysis of perfusion MR images. Results of rCBV
analysis from a representative patient diagnosed with a glio-
blastoma multiforme non-responsive to radiotherapy are pre-
sented in FIG. 2. The overall survival for this patient was 3
months from diagnosis. Signal hyperintensity in the Gd-en-
hanced T, -weighted image was observed along the rim of the
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tumor at weeks 0, 1 and 3 (FIG. 2A), corresponding to dis-
ruption of the blood-brain-barrier. At week 1 of treatment, a
slight attenuation in tumor rim enhancement was observed
with a minor increase in enhancement within the core persist-
ing through week 3. Tumor volume decreased slightly by
15% within the first week, and remained unchanged by the
third week (week 0, 38 cc; week 1, 32 cc; week 3, 31 cc).

Prior to treatment (week 0) the tumor consisted primarily
of a high blood volume rim with a low blood volume core
which was attenuated at week 1 and 3 following treatment
initiation as shown in rCBV maps (FIG. 2B). Following nor-
malization by contralateral white matter, the distribution of
rCBYV values (FIG. 2C) within the tumor at week 0 ranged
from Oto 6 with a mean of 1.97. Significant numbers of voxels
found to have rCBV’s less than 1 were localized within the
tumor core (FIG. 2B). At week 1 of therapy, mean rCBV
decreased by <1%to 1.95 (FIG. 2C). As observed in FIG. 2B,
a loss in rCBV along the tumor rim had occurred at week 1.
The number of voxels with rCBV<1 had also decreased from
pre-treatment values, as a result of increased rCBV within the
tumor core. This had offset the observed loss in high rCBV
along the tumor rim when calculating the mean. Increased
rCBV within the tumor core, which is observed as increased
Gd-enhancement in FIG. 2A, was more pronounced by week
3 as evidenced by a right-shift (FIG. 2C) of the mean rCBV
(2.13), generating a mean rCBV value slightly higher than
pre-treatment levels.

Presented in FIG. 3 is a PRM, 5, color overlay on the
Gd-enhanced T,-weighted image acquired at weeks 1 and 3
with the corresponding scatter plots quantitatively displaying
the distribution of PRM, .z,- voxels from the entire 3D tumor
volume. The PRM, .z, analysis highlights regions where
tumor blood volume change exceeded the +1.23 thresholds.
At weeks 1 and 3, significant changes in PRM, z,- voxels
were observed near the periphery of the tumor (FIG. 3A).
Scatter plot analysis (FIG. 3B) revealed that at weeks 1 and 3,
V; was found to be 17.2% and 20.4% while V, was deter-
mined to be 20.0% and 15.7% of the total tumor volume,
respectively.

A representative patient diagnosed with a glioblastoma
multiforme who responded to radiotherapy is presented in
FIGS. 4 and 5. The overall survival of this patient was 20.4
months from diagnosis. Similar to the non-responsive patient,
signal hyperintensity along the rim ofthe tumor was observed
at week 0 and decreased slightly at weeks 1 and 3 in the
Gd-enhanced T,-weighted images (FIG. 4A). Negligible
changes in contrast enhancement were observed in the tumor
core. Over the initial course of treatment the tumor volume
increased at week 1 from 40 cc to 50 cc and to 54 cc at week
3.

Regions of heterogeneity in the rCBV maps (FIG. 4B)
were not as apparent as in the Gd-enhanced T,-weighted
images at weeks 0, 1 or 3. As observed in the rCBV histogram
plots (FIG. 4C), the distribution of rCBV values ranged from
0 to 3. Mean rCBYV values were found to be 1.02 at week 0,
1.00 at week 1 and 0.84 at week 3. The percent difference of
the mean rCBV over the entire tumor at week 3 was approxi-
mately —18%.

PRM, 5, analysis of this patient showed negligible
changes at 1 and 3 weeks of therapy (FIG. 5A). Shown in FIG.
5B are the corresponding scatter plots revealing V; and V
changed by 3.4% and 4.3%, respectively, at week 1. At week
3, V;and V, were 0.3% and 4.6% of the tumor volume,
respectively. Clearly the PRM, 5, values in the therapeuti-
cally responsive patient were altered very little as compared
with the non-responding patient.
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As part of the imaging clinical trial design, overall survival
data were obtained for this patient population for use as a
clinical outcome correlate to evaluate the prognostic accuracy
of each of the measured imaging biomarker parameters.
Receiver operating characteristic (ROC) analysis was accom-
plished to select optimized thresholds for correlation analysis
with overall survival from parameters whose area under the
ROC curve (ROC_AUC) was found to be statistically signifi-
cant. Of each of the three imaging biomarker parameters, V,,
was found to be significantly predictive of survival at one year
with an AUC of 0.754 (p=0.004) resulting in a cutoff of 6.8%
(FIG. 6A and Table 1). V,; and % rCBV generated an
ROC_AUC of 0.528 and 0.557, respectively, which are both
equivalent to arandom conjecture (Table 1). As shown in FIG.
6B and Table 1,V at week 3 was again significantly predic-
tive of survival at one year with an ROC_AUC of 0.710
(p=0.012) and a cutoff of 5.9%. V,;and % rCBV were found to
be non-predictive with an ROC_AUC of 0.584 and 0.549,
respectively. For PRM to be suitable for clinical use the
approach must be insensitive to cutoff value. Therefore, the
mean value of the cutoffs from weeks 1 and 3 for V, (6.4%)
were used for the overall survival analysis.

PRM, 5,-measurements at weeks 1 and 3 exhibited a sig-
nificant correlation with overall survival as shown in FIGS.
6C and D and Table 1. Patients whose V , was below or equal
to the mean cutoff (6.4%) had a significantly longer median
survival than patients whose V , was above the cutoff. Similar
results for V, were observed at week 3.

TABLE 1

ROC and Survival Analysis Results

Median
Parameter ROC_AUC Survival (n) p value
Vo 0.754 20.4/10.2 0.009
(p =0.004) (17/27)
V; 0.528 — —
% rCBV 0.557 — —
Vo 0.720 35.1/8.1 0.004
(p=0.012) (18/26)
V; 0.584 — —
% rCBV 0.549 — —

Area under the ROC curve (ROC_AUC) and significant p values were generated from the
ROC analysis. The mean of the optimal cutoffs at weeks 1 and 3, determined by ROC
analysis, was used for the Kaplan-Meier analysis. Median survival and group populations (in
parentheses) were presented for significant results (p values) generated from Kaplan-Meier
and log-rank test. Median survival is split based on stratification of parameter: left value is
< cutoff; and right value is > cutoff. Statistical significance was assessed at p < 0.05.
Experiments were accomplished to demonstrate the PRM
technique with various imaging parameters and tumor types
and within a variety of host tissues.

The procedure for PRM using relative cerebral blood flow
(PRM,, zz) was analogous as described for PRM, ;- in
Example 1. Presented here are the results of the PRM, -z~
analysis at one week. FIG. 7 shows a patient with a glioblas-
toma multiforme designated by V, from PRM, .z stratifica-
tion as a non-responder (survival time=6 months). FIG. 7A
shows a representative slice of PRM, .z color-coded ROI
superimposed onto a Gd-enhanced T, -weighted MR image 1
week post-radiotherapy. FIG. 7B shows a scatter plot show-
ing the distribution of rCBF pre and post-radiotherapy for the
entire 3-dimensional tumor volume. Relative volumes at
week 1 were: V, (blue dots designate voxels where rCBF
decreased) of 14.1% and V, (red dots designate voxels where
rCBF increased) of 3.5%.

FIG. 8A shows receiver operator characteristic curves for
V (solid line) and V; (small dashed line) from PRM, .z and
% rCBF (large dashed line) for weeks 1 post-treatment. V
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was found to be significantly predictive of survival at one year
withan ROC_AUC of 0.704 (cutoft=4.15%, p=0.021). V,and
% rCBF generated an ROC_AUC 0f0.567 and 0.511, respec-
tively. Kaplan-Meier survival plot, FIG. 8B, for overall sur-
vival is presented as a function of V, from PRM, - stratifi-
cation at weeks 1 post-treatment. Solid line indicates
Vp=cutoff and dotted line indicates V>cutoff (cut-
off=4.15%; p=0.001).

The current demonstration is to highlight the versatility of
the PRM approach. FIG. 9 shows mid-tumor axial images of
the permeability constant (K““**) and area under the curve
(AUC) with corresponding PRM analyses, presented for a
breast cancer patient pre- (week 0) and post-treatment (week
1.5). The PRM analysis includes PRM color-overlay and
scatter plot. Thresholds, depicted as black lines in the scatter
plots, were set to 0.2 and £1.2 for K“** and AUC, respec-
tively.

Example 111

This example describes a particular technique for generat-
ing a parametric response map (PRM,) for quantifying
changes in tissue regions over a period of time and/or in
response to therapeutic interventions. The present invention
is not limited to this particular technique.

First, images are acquired (e.g., MRI images; PET images;
SPECT images; CT images) at different time points for a
particular tissue region.

Second, the images obtained for the particular tissue region
are spatially co-registered (see e.g., Lee et al., Neoplasia,
9(12):1003-1011 (2007); Meyer CR, et al., Med Image Anal.
1997, 1:195-206; and Kim, et al., Proc. Intl. Soc. Mag. Reson.
Med. 8 (2000) 1765; each herein incorporated by reference in
their entireties). Registration including rigid body, affine (lin-
ear) and/or warping image information from interval exams
applied globally over the entire image sets and/or regionally
over selected regions or areas.

Third, the error threshold is set. This step involves identi-
fication ofthe source of error. Acquisition error involves noise
and artifacts. Co-Registration error involves misalignment of
images. The procedure for setting the threshold involves
drawing a region of interest around tissue with detailed con-
trast/heterogenous, good SNR/CNR, and anatomically and
physiologically unchanged. The procedure also involves cal-
culating a difference map (X,,,.,~X,,..) and determining 95%
confidence interval (e.g., plotting X, vs. X,,,,.,, and perform-
ing a linear regression to calculate the confidence interval).

Fourth, Difference Maps (X,,,,~X,,,.) following treatment
are calculated.

Fifth, threshold voxel data is processed (e.g., Red:
AX>threshold; Green: -thresholdsAXsthreshold; Blue:
AX<~threshold).

Sixth, data is represented (e.g., Scatter Plot X, vs. X, .
shows distribution of X following treatment) (e.g., color over-
lay of PRM is superimposed on high SNR/contrast image;
shows voxel-wise variation in X).

ost

Example IV

This example describes whole tumor and PRM analysis of
ADC and DCE-MRI data in soft tissue sarcoma. As proof-of-
principle that PRM analysis enhances detection of therapy-
induced changes in soft tissue sarcoma, diffusion and DCE-
MRI was performed on a patient undergoing neoadjuvant
chemotherapy with doxorubicin and ifosfamide. MRI studies
after 1 and 7 weeks of therapy were co-registered with the
pre-treatment examination. The use of warping registration
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methods accounted for the increase in tumor volume during
neoadjuvant chemotherapy, as seen by precise alignment of
pre- and 7-weeks post-treatment tumors on the checkerboard
display (FIG. 10) (see, e.g., Meyer CR, et al., Med Image
Anal. 1997; 1: 195-206; Kim, et al., Proc. Intl. Soc. Mag.
Reson. Med. 8 (2000) 1765; Meyer, CR, (2006) Molecular
Imaging 5(1):16-23; Kim, B, et al., (1997) Neurolmage 5(1):
31-40; Collignon, A, etal., (1995) Lecture Notes in Computer
Science 905: 195-204; Viola, P, et al., (1995) Alignment by
maximization of mutual information, in Proceedings of 5%
Int’l. Conf. on Computer Vision, MIT, IEEE Press
95CH35744: 16-23; Bookstein, FL. (1989) IEEE Transac-
tions on Pattern Analysis and Machine Intelligence 11(6):
567-585; Jacobs, M, et al., (1999) Medical Physics 26(8):
1568-1578; Pelizzari, CA, et al., (1987) J. Nucl. Med. 28(4):
683; Besl, P J, etal., (1992) IEEE Trans. Pattern Analysis and
Machine Intelligence 14(2):239-256; Lazebnik, R, et al.,
IEEE Trans Med Imaging 22(5):653-660; Breen, M, et al., J
Mag Res Imag 18:90-102; Wilson, D, et al., (2004) M Breen,
R Lazebnik, S Nour, J Lewin (2004) Radiofrequency thermal
ablation: 3D MR histology correlation for localization of cell
death in MR lesion images, in Proceedings of Internat Symp
Biomed Imaging, Arlington, Va.: 1537-1540; Zarow, C, et al.,
J Neuorsci Methods 139:209-215; Park, H, et al., M Piert, A
Kahn, R Shah, H Hussain, J Siddiqui, C Meyer (2008) Reg-
istration methodology for histological sections and ex vivo
imaging of human prostate, Academic Radiology (accepted
for publication); each herein incorporated by reference in
their entireties). Using these co-registered images, therapy-
induced changes in ADC and Ktrans by whole-tumor mean
values and PRM of spatially-localized changes in these
parameters within the tumor was analyzed.

Whole-tumor mean values for ADC increased only mini-
mally after 1 and 7 weeks of therapy (<10% increase from
baseline to 7 weeks). Histogram plots of whole tumor data
were overlapping, further emphasizing the small dynamic
range of standard whole-tumor analysis (FIG. 11). By com-
parison, PRM showed significant changes in ADC in 12% of
all tumor voxels within 1 week of therapy, increasing to
almost 30% of the entire tumor by 7 weeks. PRM also showed
enhanced detection of chemotherapy-induced changes in
Ktrans as compared with standard whole tumor analysis.
Chemotherapy produced minimal effects on mean values for
Ktrans within the entire tumor volume (FIG. 12). By incor-
porating spatial localization of Ktrans data and analyzing
changes in these values on a voxel-by-voxel basis, PRM
identified notably larger perturbations of Ktrans after 1 and 7
weeks of treatment. The patient had a favorable histologic
response to chemotherapy. As such, PRM analysis of diffu-
sion and DCE-MRI data enhances detection of therapy-in-
duced changes in sarcomas relative to standard whole tumor
analysis. In addition, PRM analysis permits identification of
quantitative changes in MRI data that are early predictive
biomarkers for response to neoadjuvant chemotherapy in
bone and soft tissue sarcomas.

All publications and patents mentioned in the above speci-
fication are herein incorporated by reference. Although the
invention has been described in connection with specific pre-
ferred embodiments, it should be understood that the inven-
tion as claimed should not be unduly limited to such specific
embodiments. Indeed, various modifications of the described
modes for carrying out the invention that are obvious to those
skilled in the relevant fields are intended to be within the
scope of the following claims.
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We claim:

1. A computer-based method for generating a parametric
response map comprising:
a) obtaining a first set of parametric measurement data for
a tissue region with an imaging device, the first set of
parametric measurement data comprising a plurality of
voxels; b) administering a treatment to the tissue region;

¢) obtaining one or more subsequent sets of parametric
measurement data, each subsequent set of parametric
measurement data comprising a plurality of voxels, and
the subsequent sets of parametric measurement data
being obtained with the imaging device or another imag-
ing device;

d) registering the one or more subsequent sets of paramet-
ric response data with the first set of parametric response
data; and

e) identifying, on a voxel-by-voxel basis, whether the vox-
els within the tissue region have increased, decreased, or
unaltered parametric measurement properties, using a
defined threshold, wherein each of the changes is deter-
mined by comparing voxels of the one or more subse-
quent sets of parametric measurement data to the voxels
of one or more subsequent sets of parametric measure-
ment data obtained previously or to the voxels of the first
set of parametric measurement data.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said treatment com-
prises a treatment selected from the group consisting of che-
motherapy, radiation therapy, targeted therapy, cryotherapy,
hyperthermia, proton beam therapy, ablation therapy, coagu-
lation therapy, ultrasound therapy, antivascular therapy, and
antiangiogenic therapy.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said parametric mea-
surement data comprise measures of vascular permeability
data selected from the group consisting of K Trans, AUC, and
leakage space.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said parametric mea-
surement data is selected from the group consisting of
extravascular leakage space data, vascular permeability data,
blood flow data, absolute blood volume data, relative blood
volume data, mean transit time data, time to peak data, density
data, composition data, diffusion data, and diffusion anisot-
ropy data.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein said tissue region is
selected from the group consisting of a malignant tumor, a
benign tumor, an abnormal growth, an inflamed region, a
cancerous region, an infected region, a diseased region, an
organ rejection, and one or more organs selected from the
group consisting of lung, prostate, breast, colon, rectum,
bladder, ovaries, skin, liver, spine, bone, pancreas, cervix,
lymph, thyroid, adrenal gland, salivary gland, sebaceous
gland, testis, thymus gland, penis, uterus, trachea, heart, and
spleen.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein at least one parametric
response map is generated based on the processing that shows
which voxels in the tissue region have increased, decreased,
or unaltered parametric measurement properties.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the parametric response
map shows changes in parametric data as color changes.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein said tissue region is
within a living human being.
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9. The method of claim 1, wherein said processing with
said registering occurs automatically after said obtaining of
subsequent sets of parametric measurement data.

10. A device comprising a processor configured to process
the sets of parametric measurement data with said method of
claim 1 to generate the parametric response map.

11. The device of claim 10, comprising software that com-
prises said method to generate said parametric response map.

12. A system comprising the device of claim 10.

13. The system of claim 12, further comprising said imag-
ing device.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein said identifying occurs
automatically after said registering the one or more subse-
quent sets of parametric measurement data with the first set of
parametric response data.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein a technique for the
registration is selected from a group consisting of rigid body,
affine (linear) and warping (non-linear) algorithms.

16. A computer-based method for generating a parametric
response map that is used to optimize a therapeutic interven-
tion, comprising:

a) selecting a treatment designed to target a tissue region

within an individual,

b) obtaining a first set of parametric measurement data for
said tissue region with an imaging device, the first set of
parametric measurement data comprising a plurality of
voxels;

¢) administering said treatment to said individual;

d) obtaining one or more subsequent sets of parametric
measurement data for said tissue region with said imag-
ing device, each subsequent set of parametric measure-
ment data comprising a plurality of voxels; and

e) processing by means of a computer said sets of paramet-
ric measurement data with a parametric response algo-
rithm such that the parametric response algorithm reg-
isters the one or more subsequent sets of parametric
response data with the first set of parametric response
data, and using a defined threshold, characterizes on a
voxel-by-voxel basis said tissue region as having altered
or unaltered parametric measurement properties,
wherein each of the changes is determined by comparing
voxels of the one or more subsequent sets of parametric
measurement data to the voxels of one or more subse-
quent sets of parametric measurement data obtained pre-
viously or to the voxels of the first set of parametric
measurement data.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein said parametric mea-
surement data is selected from the group consisting of
extravascular leakage space data, vascular permeability data,
blood flow data, absolute blood volume data, relative blood
volume data, mean transit time data, time to peak data, density
data, composition data, diffusion data, and diffusion anisot-
ropy data.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein said parametric mea-
surement data comprise vascular permeability data.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein said parametric mea-
surement data comprise extravascular leakage space data.
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